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Studying Culture, 39 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Altered pictures have always
caused much controversy. Even when photography was still in its infancy, manipulative arrangement was
already an issue. Nowadays, digital photography in particular faces an erosion of trust because
newsmagazines and newspapers make frequent use of various manipulation techniques, which fiercely
challenges the shared belief that photographs record the world objectively and truthfully. Oddly enough, even
though a picture may lie, it is still used as evidence in the courtroom or understood as a valuable historical
document. In my analysis of photography s oscillation between image and imagination, with the two terms
representing something traditionally thought of as real on the one hand and something thought of as
constructed on the other hand, | want to address these questions and analyse how and what a picture
represents. | argue that meaning is to a large extent constructed by the viewer and does not exist as an inherent
quality. Consequently, whether an altered picture is seen as fraud or merely as an optimisation is a very
subjective matter and strongly depends on contextual information. The viewer s judgement is influenced by the
path through which the image is mediated and the context in which it is embedded, but his judgement is also
dependent on what the image means to him, not only on what he sees in it. This is not to say that photographs
can under no circumstances be used as evidence. However, what can be...
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