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National Guard and reserve units. GAO found that: (1) the Army and National Guard have improved equipment
readiness, in both absolute terms and the dollar value of ready major equipment items; (2) shortages of some
transportation and communications equipment are particularly widespread and affect unit readiness; (3) the
shortages posed difficulties during the mobilization for the Gulf War and impaired mission performance during
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equipment goes to those units most likely to be involved in combat; (6) the Army equips some active combat
forces less likely to fight before equipping certain support units likely to fully deploy during the early stages of a
conflict; (7) the Dedicated Procurement Program, a congressionally sponsored program designed to help
reserve units overcome some of the limitations imposed by the Armys procurement and distribution priorities,
has directed funding to planned purchases for reserve units and helped improve the reserves equipment
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