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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: ... [l ARECENT TENDENCY IN SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINED The recent
history of secondary school programmes, especially of high school programmes, in this country, reveals an
interesting and significant tendency. Not many years ago, the secondary school programme consisted of a
single course of study, or at most of two courses of study, which must be pursued, as laid down, by pupils who
desired to graduate and obtain the diploma of the school. The substance of the preferred course of study was
Latin, Greek, and Mathematics. The programme usually comprised also a smattering of general history,
including the history of English literature, the writing of a few English essays or compositions, and occasionally
political economy and mental science. This was the classical course always pursued by those pupils who were
going to college; and to it most other pupils possessing, or at least claiming to possess, social and intellectual
superiority also devoted themselves. These pupils thus formed the fortunate circle of the intellectual and social
elite; and by means of the classical course those pupils who were not yet of this fortunate circle sought to gain
admission to it. The other course was either like the classical course with the Greek left out, and French or
German substituted in its place; or it was a course in which science and modern languages replaced both Latin
and Greek. In the latter case, i. e. when both Latin and Greek were omitted, their places were often taken...
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