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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Memorial Address If the recurrence of this day
brought with it only thoughts of rest and recreation, its importance would be slight indeed; but there is a lesson
of individual responsibility and national duty, inspired by the fragrance of its flowers rising like a sacred incense
over the green that drapes the graves of our dead. This beautiful ceremonial of patriotic sentiment sprang
from the hearts of the people like all divine forces which make for righteousness in the world, and did not wait
upon its ordination by law. Thirty-eight years ago, the fifth of this month. General Orders, No. 11, were issued
from the Adjutant General s office. Headquarters, Grand Army of the Republic, containing these words: - The
30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves
of comrades who died in defence of their country during the late rebellion and whose bodies now lie in almost
every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land. These orders were signed by the first civilian soldier of the
Republic - General John A. Logan. So whole-souled, patriotic and universal was the response, that on April 12th,
of the following year. General Orders, No. 21, again issued by General Logan, contained these words, which, let
us hope, may be handed down from generation to generation so long as this Republic endures. The 30th of May
proximo - a day set apart by the Grand Army of the Republic to commemorate the glorious deeds of our
departed comrades - will be observed throughout the United States in such manner as befits the solemnities of
the occasion...
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