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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Principia Latina: An Introduction to the Latin Language
This book is the result of a conviction that if the Latin language is to be well learned in the time usually devoted
to its study in this country, it is necessary that the whole subject should be simplified, and that if possible the
number of separate facts which have to be remembered should be diminished. It is not denied that many of the
grammars and introductory exercise books in general use contain suIiciently full and correct statements of
these separate facts, but it is believed that in none of them are the facts classified in the most scientific way, and
that in none is the most judicious method adopted of presenting them to the youthful mind. It seems to be
considered that boys have plenty of time to learn, first the Latin equivalent for an English word for one thing, its
mode of declension or conjugation for another, its gender for a third, and the quantity of its vowels for a
fourth, and that it is unnecessary to try to present the facts in such a way as that in recollecting one they shall
recollect all. It seems again not to have occurred to the framers of the books in use that the lengthy statement
of rules of syntax not only renders the acquisition of them by young people a work of enormous labor, and of
nearly infinite time, but that the same lengthy statement almost certainly precludes the eIicient use of them
when acquired. For what teacher, even the most indefatigable, can call upon his pupils to give the rules for the
various constructions of nouns...
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